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Liberal Education:

An approach to college learning that empowers individuals
and prepares them to deal with complexity, diversity, and
change. This approach emphasizes broad knowledge of the
wider world (e.g., science, culture, and society) as well as in-
depth achievement in a specific field of interest.

It helps students develop a sense of social responsibility;
strong intellectual and practical skills that span all major
fields of study, such as communication, analytical, and
problem-solving skills; and the demonstrated ability to apply
knowledge and skills in real-world settings.




Artes Liberales:

The historical basis for the modern liberal arts, consisting of
the trivium (grammar, logic, and rhetoric) and the quadrivium
(arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music).

Liberal Arts:
Specific disciplines (i.e., the humanities, sciences, and social
sciences).

Association of American Colleges & Universities
http://www.aacu.org/leap/what-is-a-liberal-education




"The notion that a liberal arts education and career preparation are
iIncompatible is being widely discredited. The very characteristics that
employers value in job candidates are those cultivated at liberal arts
colleges. Employers want job applicants who possess critical thinking and
analytical reasoning skills, have the ability to analyze and solve complex
problems, can effectively communicate orally and in writing, and
demonstrate proficiency in applying knowledge and skills in real-world
settings, according to “It Takes More Than a Major: Employer Priorities
for College Learning and Student Success”, a 2013 study by AAC&U and
Hart Research Associates. Now, a new study concludes that a liberal arts
education is a worthwhile economic choice, based on data examining the
payoff of a liberal arts degree over the course of a career. How Liberal
Arts and Sciences Majors Fare in Employment is a joint project of
AAC&U and the National Center for Higher Education Management

Systems.™
Bobby Fong, president of Ursinus College, The Philadelphia Inqurier
(February 2, 2014)
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